Oxford and its Story

the vestibule of the Hall, with fantastic tracery of iron,
perhaps the Treasury and outer Sacristy are relics of
the earliest past. But Chapel, Hall, Library and
Quadrangle are later than the Founder.

As if to emphasise the ecclesiastical character of the
English college, he had begun at once to rebuild the
parish church as a collegiate church. The high altar
was dedicated in the year of his death, 1277 ; the rest
of the chapel is of later dates.

The choir belongs to the end of the thirteenth
century (1297), (Pure Decorated) ; the transepts
(Early Decorated, with later Perpendicular windows
and doors) were finished in 1424, but begun perhaps
as early as the choir; and the massive tower, with its
soaring pinnacles, a fine specimen of Perpendicular
work, was completed in 1451.

It will be noticed that the chapel has no nave, but
that, probably in imitation of William of Wykeham's
then recently finished naveless chapel at New College,
the nave which had evidently been intended was
omitted at Merton (after 1386). Two arches blocked
with masonry in the western wall and the construction
of the west window indicate this original intention of
adding a nave.

The old thirteenth century glass in the Geometrical
window of the chancel is of great interest. The arms
of Castile and the portrait of Elinor of Castile (d. 1290)
will be noticed. Merton Chapel is very rich both in
glass and brasses. The Altar-piece is a picture of the
Venetian School, and might possibly be, as tradition
claims for it, from the hand of Tintoretto.

feeble and unnecessary ornamentation here and there that
were better away.

The Hall, which owes its present form to Sir Gilbert Scott
(1874), occupies the site of the original refectory that was
built at the end of the thirteenth century.

138